Mount Tabor House Tour 2016
Press Releases 
July 1, 2016
Summary of Press Points for the Event:
· Mount Tabor 2016 House Tour

· Sponsor: Mount Tabor Historical Society, Mount Tabor, NJ

· Twenty-Third year for the event

· Emphasis is on Victorian houses

· Saturday, September 24, 2016, rain or shine 11am to 4pm

· Admission: $25 in advance, $30 on the day of the event

· www.mounttabornj.org

· 973-975-0001

· Parking available via shuttle bus

· Lunches available for purchase
--------
Provided below are several versions of our press release, with the longest appearing first, and shorter versions of varying length following.

See the last page for background information on the organization and community.

Contacts for publicity:

mths@mounttabornj.org

Carol Titus, 973-625-8548
David Jones, 973-627-5030
Contact for house tour specifics:
Mount Tabor Historical Society phone 973-975-0001
--------Long Version Announcement Begin-------- (402 words)
Mount Tabor's 23rd Annual Victorian House Tour 
The Mount Tabor Historical Society's annual House Tour will take place on Saturday, September 24, 2016. The self-guided tour will be held rain or shine 11am to 4pm.
The Annual House Tour of the Mount Tabor Historic District allows visitors to get an inside look at the unique charm of this historic community, with more than 15 private houses and historic buildings open to the public. Special features include a furnished replica Camp Meeting Tent and the Richardson History House, a camp meeting cottage museum. Stop by the gift shop, which is stocked with Mount Tabor souvenirs and vintage items! There will also be boxed lunches and beverages for sale. 
Step inside the replica Camp Meeting Tent and sample traditional tent life for yourself. You may find it just as charming today as when it was described in the Tabor Record August 16, 1877: "The air is pure and invigorating, and the thick growth of chestnut trees that tower above provide shade that is delightful to the sun-scorched resident of the city who is fortunate enough to enjoy here a brief respite from toil and the cares of business life". 

This event is the largest fundraiser for the Mount Tabor Historical Society. The non-profit organization puts all event proceeds back into the community through beautification, educational, and restoration projects, including the restoration of the Richardson History House.

Founded in 1869, the Mount Tabor Historic District embodies the distinctive characteristics of a permanent Methodist Camp Meeting Ground that evolved into a summer resort community. Particularly notable is the architecture of the early camp meeting Stick-Style and Gothic Revival-influenced cottages with their prominent steep gables, open porches and elaborate gingerbread embellishments.
Parking will be provided at the Mount Tabor School, located on Park Road, Morris Plains, off Route 53 (GPS: use 864 Park Rd. Morris Plains) where a shuttle bus will be available for transport into the heart of Mount Tabor. Mount Tabor is located in Morris County along Route 53 between Denville and Morris Plains. Visitors who prefer mass transit can take the NJ Transit Morris & Essex line to the Mount Tabor stop. 
Tickets are $25 per person in advance via online order or mailed check or can be purchased for $30 on the day of the Tour. For advance tickets, information about the community, photos, and directions, visit our website:
www.mounttabornj.org, or call 973-975-0001.

--------Announcement End--------

Brief version 1:  (268 words)
--------Announcement Begin--------

Mount Tabor's 23rd Annual Victorian House Tour 

The Mount Tabor Historical Society's annual House Tour will take place on Saturday, September 24, 2016. The self-guided tour will be held rain or shine 11am to 4pm.

The tour of the Mount Tabor Historic District allows visitors to get an inside look at the unique charm of this historic community, with more than 15 private houses and historic buildings open to the public. Special features include a furnished replica Camp Meeting Tent and the Richardson History House, a camp meeting cottage museum. Stop by the gift shop, which is stocked with Mount Tabor souvenirs and vintage items! There will also be boxed lunches and beverages for sale. 

This event is the largest fundraiser for the Mount Tabor Historical Society. The non-profit organization puts all event proceeds back into the community through beautification, educational, and restoration projects, including the restoration of the Richardson History House.

Parking will be provided at the Mount Tabor School, located on Park Road, Morris Plains, off Route 53 (GPS: use 864 Park Rd. Morris Plains) where a shuttle bus will be available for transport into the heart of Mount Tabor. Mount Tabor is located in Morris County along Route 53 between Denville and Morris Plains. Visitors who prefer mass transit can take the NJ Transit Morris & Essex line to the Mount Tabor stop. 

Tickets are $25 per person in advance via online order or mailed check or can be purchased for $30 on the day of the Tour. For advance tickets, information about the community, photos, and directions, visit our website: www.mounttabornj.org, or call 973‑975-0001.
--------Announcement End--------

Or: Brief Version 2 for Out of State  (234 words)
--------Announcement Begin--------

Victorian House Tour in Mount Tabor, NJ Historic District: The Mount Tabor Historical Society's annual House Tour will take place on Saturday, September 24, 2016. The self-guided tour will be held rain or shine 11am to 4pm.

The tour of the Mount Tabor Historic District allows visitors to get an inside look at the unique charm of this historic community, with more than 15 private houses and historic buildings open to the public. Special features include a furnished replica Camp Meeting Tent and the Richardson History House, a camp meeting cottage museum. Stop by the gift shop, which is stocked with Mount Tabor souvenirs and vintage items! There will also be boxed lunches and beverages for sale. 

Parking will be provided at the Mount Tabor School, located on Park Road, Morris Plains, NJ, off Route 53 (GPS: use 864 Park Rd. Morris Plains) where a shuttle bus will be available for transport into the heart of Mount Tabor. Mount Tabor is located in Morris County along Route 53 between Denville and Morris Plains. Visitors who prefer mass transit can take the NJ Transit Morris & Essex line to the Mount Tabor stop. 

Tickets are $25 per person in advance via online order or mailed check or can be purchased for $30 on the day of the Tour. For advance tickets, information about the community, photos, and directions, visit our website:
www.mounttabornj.org, or call 973-975-0001.

--------Announcement End--------
Or: Brief Version 3 (42 words)
-------Announcement Begin--------
Victorian House Tour in Mount Tabor Historic District, Morris County, Route 53 between Denville and Morris Plains. Saturday, September 24, 2016, from 11am to 4pm. For advance tickets, information about the community, photos, and directions, visit our website: www.mounttabornj.org, or call 973-975-0001.
--------Announcement End--------

Or: Brief Version 4 (20 words)
--------Announcement Begin--------

Victorian House Tour in Mount Tabor Historic District, September 24, 2016, 11 am to 4 pm.  www.mounttabornj.org, or call 973-975-0001.

--------Announcement End--------

About the Mount Tabor Historical Society:

The Mount Tabor Historical Society is a 501c3 nonprofit organization which purpose it to preserve and restore the Victorian heritage of Mount Tabor, NJ, to increase community awareness and participation in planning for the future, in harmony with its past. Formed in 1990, the all-volunteer organization is active in the community hosting educational activities, speakers and programs for the public. The MTHS is a proud steward of the Richardson History House, a camp meeting cottage museum that is open to the public the Second Sunday of every month from 12 to 4pm and also by appointment. Funding for the restoration of the Richardson History House has been received from the Morris County Historic Preservation Fund, an operating expenses grant has been provided by the Morris County Heritage Commission, proceeds from MTHS fundraisers such as our annual historic house tour and many individual donors.

About Mount Tabor, New Jersey:

Mount Tabor was founded in 1869 as a Methodist camp meeting ground -- the site where a camp meeting was held for ten days each summer, and evolved to become a summer resort community. Eventually the summer tents and cottages became year-round houses, still within the dimensions of the original 25 foot-by-16 foot tent lots. The close proximity and tiny lots created an environment that fostered the diminutive gingerbread cottages so prominent in camp meeting communities.

Today, Mount Tabor is a year-round neighborhood within Parsippany-Troy Hills Township and still enjoys the strong sense of community its original founders intended. It has an historic heritage that is being proudly preserved.
Mount Tabor was listed on the New Jersey State Register of Historic Places in January 2015, and listed on the National Register of Historic Places in March 2015. The listings mark a major milestone for the Mount Tabor Historical Society, the community, and those involved in the nomination process, which started in January of 2011 with the assistance of grants from the Morris County Historic Preservation Trust. This nomination required extensive research and documentation over several years, utilizing a team of historic preservation specialists and historic architects overseen by HMR Architects.
For more information, visit www.mounttabornj.org

.
